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Johannesburg Pride is dubbed the Pride of Africa, our strategic intent lies not only in the actual pride celebrations, but in building individual and collective ‘pride’ within the LGBTQ+ME community across Africa.

Why do we exist?

To liberate every LGBTQ+ME person across Africa to live their most authentic life.

How do we achieve our purpose?

Through elevating and amplifying Johannesburg Pride from just another pride event to an inclusive, continent-wide community platform that adds real value to people’s lives, beyond just the parade itself

What is Pride?
Pride is the positive stance against discrimination and violence toward lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people to promote their self-affirmation, dignity, equality rights, increase their visibility as a social group, build community, and celebrate sexual diversity and gender variance. Pride, as opposed to shame and social stigma, is the predominant outlook that bolsters most LGBT rights movements throughout the world. Pride has lent its name to LGBT-themed organizations, institutes, foundations, book titles, periodicals and even a cable TV station and the Pride Library.
Common symbols of pride are the rainbow or pride flag, the lowercase Greek letter lambda (λ), the pink triangle and the black triangle, these latter two reclaimed from use as badges of shame in Nazi concentration camps. Johannesburg Pride trade mark is the symbol of the DNA in pride colors.
What is a Pride Parade?
The history of the Pride Parade basically serves as a reminder of that early morning of Saturday June 28, 1969, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning persons, rioted following a police raid on the Stonewall Inn in the Greenwich Village neighborhood of New York City. The Stonewall Inn was a gay bar which catered to an assortment of patrons, but which was popular with the most marginalized people in the gay community: transvestites, transgender people, effeminate young men, hustlers, and homeless youth.
The first Johannesburg pride parade was held towards the end of the apartheid era on October 13, 1990, the first such event on the African continent. Section Nine of our constitution provides for equality and freedom from discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation among other factors.
The parade has become a popular vehicle for showcasing GAY pride. An unabashed celebration, the parade is a living, breathing manifestation of the out-and-proud mantra, putting the community on full display. Modern-day parades include dance parties, drag shows, fashion shows and celebrity appearances. 

There will always be that 16- or 17-year-old kid who doesn't necessarily realize they are part of something much bigger than they ever anticipated. 
That alone is a reason to celebrate!





Johannesburg Pride Theme for 2018?
The planning committee, selected the color Yellow from the Rainbow Flag to be this year’s Johannesburg Pride focus color. Yellow symbolizes HAPPINESS. We hoping the color will become infectious and plant some seeds of happiness. We coupled the happiness symbol Green with #growth.
We are encouraging the LGBT+ community to without curtailing oneself just be! 

           #GROWTH
       #GREEN
     #JHBPRIDE
             #JOBURGPRIDE18
		#JOHANNESBURGPRIDE18

When is Johannesburg Pride 2018?

Johannesburg Pride starts at 11:00 on Saturday 27th October 2018 at Melrose Blvd, Melrose Arch.
The parade will start from the Gay Village on Melrose Blvd. Individual participants in the parade and spectators are anticipated to arrive at Melrose Arch from between 11:00 and 13:30. The Planning Committee anticipate that a crowd of 7500 people will participate in this year’s Pride. 

Activities at Melrose Arch
To facilitate the smooth running of the activities at Melrose Arch, the organizers are contracting with companies to erect a stage with a Small run away for the Fashion Show, a public address sound system and marquees to be used as change room. The Parade will lead into the Johannesburg Pride after party. 
Commercial products, Food and Beverages will be sold to participants in the Gay Village. 
Beverages severed with food will take the form of soft drinks, smart drinks and light alcoholic drinks (malt and wine). Applications for the temporary transfer of the liquor license to the venue will be made.
Community organizations and interest groups will set up tables and stalls to advertise their activities and sell items such as T-shirts, literature and memorabilia. The organizers will coordinator the allocations of tables and stalls to the interested parties.
Where can I catch the parade?
The Johannesburg Pride parade kicks off at 14:30. It runs along Melrose Boulevard into Corlett Drive, proceeding to Athol Oakland’s, down to the Melrose Blvd and back into the venue. Just make sure to keep these street closures in mind.
Who’s performing?
All your old Favorites, DJ Skye, Karma, Biskit, will have prime slots at this year’s festival, which has an increased focus on artists from within the community. 
We are negotiating on a head liner, looking at “ TOYA DELZAY”
How much are festival passes?
General entrance is FREE!!!
VIP Lounge Hosted by Nolene du Preez is R250 per person and includes, a Welcome Drink, Private Lounge, Private Bar and Own Toilets. 

Exposure available to sponsors and supporters of PRIDE. 

Supporters of pride will enjoy; 
· Branding on the Johannesburg pride livery: letterheads, email newsletters, posters, invitations, and press packs etc.
· Advertisement on the Johannesburg pride website.
· Logo prominently displayed on Johannesburg pride social media.
· Acknowledgement in the final press releases to local and international media.
· Advert on the screens at the piazza area during the pride event. 
· The event hosts 25 000 pride goers throughout the entire day
· Target Demographic 18 – 60
· Diverse International representation
· Build up Events 
· Strong Social media following
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