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We are halfway through winter and still enjoying warm and sunny
temperatures midday. The only signs of winter are felt in the early
mornings and evenings.

June has been such a busy month with lots of exciting projects and
events happening. The biggest one is the Bright Black solar project, which
involves trenching, barricading, and rope access all around the Lifestyle
Centre and apartments.
In June, two hundred and sixty-seven panels were installed on the Lifestyle Centre's roof. As you
read in this newsletter, the installation of the roof panels for Bushwillow will start soon.  The trenching
for the cables from the lifestyle centre across the front lawn to the village entrance has been dug,
and the cables are awaiting connection.  Trenching from Acacia’s washing lines across to the
Bushwillow building has also started.  This has unfortunately blocked access to the apartment's
washing lines as the paving had to be lifted, and digging had to happen.  Once completed, this area
will remain blocked off as the solar panel lift will be erected in front of the washing line area to give
access to the flat part of the roof above the fire escape stairs.  The total estimated time for this to be
completed is about three weeks.  In the meantime, as we try to navigate around this, we invite
apartment residents to bring their washing down to our laundry for drying. 
Hidden behind all the orange netting on the front lawn, you would have seen the bridge that was
erected and completed over the stormwater channel.  (Complete with grass over it to make for an
even surface).

Trenching from LSC to the gate 
(Showing the new bridge).          

Washing lines excavation

With all the great sporting events last month, we started the “Boktown” type screenings in the
lifestyle centre again. The Springboks vs. Wales game last weekend, followed by the Bulls game,
was very well attended. The waterhole was open to provide drinks, and the Bistro provided chicken
prego rolls. All the upcoming Springbok games will be shown on the big screen.

We cannot forget to mention the amazing dinners produced by Chef Neo in June.  We are  being
spoiled by his culinary talents.  The plated Wednesday social dinner received such praise and
accolades that this will become a regular offering.  He certainly has us salivating in anticipation of
Christmas in July.

The addition of Promise, our new staff member to the management team in June has certainly  
filled the office and reception area with lots of smiles and laughter.  Her infectious friendliness and
smile, often followed by residents giggling with her, certainly add to the warmth of the lifestyle
centre, and we love having her as part of the Evergreen family.
Like good wine, life in the Village of our dreams just seems to get better and better, and we are truly
blessed to be living the Evergreen way.
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For this and much more weather-related information visit the websites:
https://www.sawx.co.za/stae-of-dams  or dws.gov.za  or  Time and Date.com

June rainfall isn’t surprising, given the erratic nature of a summer rainfall area. In fact,
in only three years we experienced double-digit readings, and in four years, zero.

Please note that monthly totals reported are measured up to the 25th of each month.

Dam levels across the country show a further decrease, from 95% this time last year to
86% now.  As usual, the current situation varies widely, from 94% for Mpumulanga to
69% for the Western Cape.

Our own Vaal Dam stands at 54.6% full, a decrease of 3.7% in the month.
This data is at 20 June 2024.

July daylight hours continue their upward march, from 10h 31m on the 1st to 10h 54m
on the 31st an increase of 23 minutes.



  by Cecil Fann
ResCom Vice Chairman & Finance & Treasury Portfolio
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The 44th 100 Club draw, held on 15 May, provided R6 500 in prizes to 10 delighted
winners.  Prizes ranged from R100 to R2 000, and R6 500 was given to ResCom
funds.

The next draw will be held in August 2024.

Social function expenses in the month totalled R614.67.

As always, transactions in the fund will be willingly clarified if required.



The following was published in the CIA Building Insurance Newsletter.

One of the biggest concerns with these systems is incorrect
installation.  With this booming demand, it appears that anyone
and everyone is now installing alternative energy systems.

The system must be installed and tested by a qualified
electrician in compliance with all applicable legislation and
manufacturer’s guidelines.
It is vitally important that the manufacturer’s instruction and
specifications are adhered to.  This photo illustrates an incorrect
installation with insufficient spacing between the inverter and
battery.
A Valid electrical certificate of compliance and test report for
the system must be issued and available for inspection when
required.

  Dave Nesbitt
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Security 

 What Causes Lithium

Battery Fires?

Another fire trigger is thermal runaway in these batteries.  A thermal
runaway is a chain reaction within a battery that leads to rapid
temperature and pressure increase.

       Causes of thermal runaway could be due to any of the following:
Internal short circuits due to physical damage of manufacturing
defects.
Overcharging and discharging - exceeding the recommended
charging or discharging rates.
External heat sources -  batteries exposed to high ambient
temperatures or near heat generating devices.
Age and wear and tear over time.

 To prevent failure regular inspections and maintenance are recommended to identify potential risks.
do not store combustible material within two meters of any inverter of battery

 https://www.cia.co.za

Village Emergency Numbers

Reception Desk                 087 809 3366
Guardhouse                         071  173  2406
Care Centre (Health)     079 579 4297
Sister Marius                        082 218  4206
Sister Kate Powel              Ext 1222 

Remember always to wear your
 Buddy Band and carry your

 emergency button



N&BG

Nature & Birding Group
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There is no charge to join the group, anyone can come to the quarterly meetings.   

For more information on the Nature and Birding Group please contact:
Heather Mutch on 1080; 083 7897 311
Or Lisa Nuttall on 11020; 071 007 4658

NEXT NATURE & BIRDING GROUP MEETING:  Tuesday, 6 August 2024.  We meet at 10 a.m. for tea
and eats, followed by a 10:30 a.m. talk by Sarah Orchardson from Eco Solutions, who will talk
about owls and bats and walk around Evergreen property.
Mike Prior and his wife Aldean came to Evergreen from Cedar Lakes in November 2023. Mike ran
the release program of rescued owls at Cedar Lakes for Eco Solutions for over seven years, during
which time they released over thirty owls with the help of a volunteer group of about 30 feeders.
See the pictures below of owls to be ringed and the enclosure where the rescued owls are housed
until their release.
The executive director for Eco Solutions is Jonathan Haw, who has received international awards
for his work on programs involving owls and bats.  When Mike first contacted Eco Solutions,
Jonathan put Mike in touch with Sara Orchardson, who controlled the owl release program which
was set up to:

Release rescued owls.
Educate people about the part owls play in the nature environment.  It was mainly for the
education of school children in the townships who had a fear and superstition about owls.

Eco Solutions is passionate about conservation and Sara would be honoured to give a talk on
owls, bats and sustainable pest management practices to the residents of Evergreen Lifestyle

 Barn Owls
prior to ringing

 The two Barn Owls

in their enclosure 

at dusk
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Recipes from ourResidents 

INGREDIENTS
250g chicken pieces - use

breast or deboned thighs

depending on your preference.

1 litre chicken stock made with

2 stock cubes

1 Can creamed corn

1 Can corn kernels

3 tsp cornflour

2 tsp soy sauce

3 spring onions

garlic/ginger
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                        METHOD
Bring stock to a simmer

Add garlic / ginger

Add chicken pieces & allow

them to poach in stock for 10

mins then remove

Add corn to stock to simmer

Add soy sauce

Make a smooth paste of

cornflour with a little cold

water & add to soup

Simmer soup for a few minutes

to thicken

Shred or slice chicken pieces

& return to soup

Serve soup garnished with

chopped spring onions &

accompanied by crust bread

Quick & Easy Chicken Soup 
with an oriental twist

Submitted by John Schulkins

Chicken Soup

Notes:
If you want to be fancy, beat two eggs & dribble gently into hot soup while stirring to
create ribbons just before serving.
Adjust amounts of soy & cornflour according to your taste.  Heavier soy sauces can
overpower the other flavours if used in excess. Similarly add additional cornflour if soup
not thick enough. It’s easy to add more before serving if necessary.
Cooking time of chicken depends on personal preference but should not be allowed to
overcook.



 From the Library 
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Book Reviews
 submitted by Libby

The Tsarina's Daughter
Alpsten Ellen 

 Small Miracles
 Anne Booth

Dramatic story of Elizabeth, daughter of
Cathrine I and Peter the Great, who ruled
Russia during an extraordinary life
marked by love, danger, passion and
scandal.

Born into the House of Romanov the
beautiful Tsarevna Elizabeth is the envy
of the Russian empire.

A riveting slice of historical fiction packed
full of intrigue and danger, as Tsarevna
Elizabeth uses all her wit and wiles to
navigate a treacherous path from
Romanov royalty to penniless outcast.

In our library - Alpsten 863 In our library -  Booth  3028

Small Miracles takes us on an uplifting
journey as three unforgettable nuns
learn more about life, love and
friendship that they could ever have
imagined.  The 1990s are proving tough
for the convent.  The order of the Sisters
of Saint Philomena is down to its three
last nuns.  They play the lottery to save
their convent.

“Charming, witty and warm, Small
Miracles is a gentle gem of a novel, a
cheery balm in troubling times.”



On 2 July 1966,   three remarkable events unfolded where

three couples in our village exchanged vows,  marking

the beginning of their lifelong journeys  together.

They will be celebrating this again at the 

Social on 3 July this year.
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 2nd July  1966

Continue



Hennie and Marion du Preez (Unit 72).   They met in December 1965, had a
whirlwind romance,  and announced their engagement in March.  
They were married in the Methodist Church in Potchefstroom.  Marion's
father was the headmaster of Potchefstroom Boys High School, and the
celebration took place in the school dining room.
They have two daughters and five grandchildren.  The youngest started
university this year, while the others are well into their careers.
Hennie and Marion celebrated their 50th anniversary in Namibia and
explains why they cannot remember Adi and Peter's anniversary
celebrations in the old clubhouse.

Evergreen Broadacres  -  Newsletter June  2024

www.evergreenlifestyle.co.za
 Page 9

Pru and Graham Hall (Unit 103) were married on a beautiful midwinter day
at St Andrew's Anglian Church, Kensington.  They had 300 guests who
enjoyed the reception at Jeppe Quandam Club.   Pru's dad paid a princely
sum of R1.75 per head for the sumptuous and generous catering.  
They have one married son and two grandchildren.  One has finished
university, and the other is in third year at university.
They have been incredibly blessed and hope for many years ahead.

Adi Gough (Unit 70).    Peter and Adi Gough celebrated their
golden anniversary in the old prefab clubhouse.  Sadly, Peter is no
longer with her, but it will always be a very special day for Adi and
her three girls.
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Happy Father‘s Day

Father's Day at Evergreen was celebrated 
with a delicious lunch, ensuring every dad

felt appreciated and special.

Chef Neo & Team

Brenda Brophy 

Kiloran Townsend



Evergreen Broadacres  -  Newsletter June 2024

www.evergreenlifestyle.co.za  Page 11

Happy Father‘s Day
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Glühwein evening

presented by

The Waterhole

John & Hans
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Wimbledon Raffle Draw
Submitted by Dennis Allen

Winner R1 000

Finalist R500

Semi-finalist R100 each

ResCom  R1 000



 Proteas
 Cricket World Cup

Final 
 27 July 

 What's 

Happening 

in
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Movie Night  
 4, 11, 18,& 25 

July
Titles to be announced by 

Chris Edwards

 Christmas in July Dinner

 31 July @ 6 pm

 Shuttle Bus     

 3, 10,17, 24 & 31

July @ 9am

 Wimbledon Men's Final 
 14 July   
 @ 15:00

 Saturday 20 July  
@ 17:00

 Saturday 6 July
 &13 July  
@  17:00

 Sunday 7 July  
@  17:00



Dave Nesbitt 1st

Margo Clarkson 3rd

Dennis Allen 5th

Robert Haselum 6th

Thomas Kneen 6th

Dave Powell 8th

Marion du Preez 9th

Kate van Rooyen 10th

Caroline Brickett 18th

Gunnar Swensson 21st

Sue Stirton 21st

Lynn Turner 23rd

Yolanda Essex-Clark 26th

Bryan Breval

Iris Haferung

Emmy Murray

Jan Key

Kees Seegers

27th

27th

28th

28th

29th

Stewart & Loraine Phillips

Hennie & Marion du Preez

Graham & Prudence Hall

Chappy & Sue Hartley

Ian & Elaine Gadstone

James & Paulene Green

1st

2nd

2nd

3rd

17th

27th

 Anniversaries 
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Birthdays /Annerversaried     July   2024
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