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And just like that, 2023 is coming to an end.

We had a special December with the Christmas Social Dinner reaching a record 150
people to come together.  We were delighted that Garry Reed joined us for this event and
then joined us for a town hall meeting the following day.

The evening was made even more special by the performance of Jannie Moolman, who
serenaded us with opera, carols and classic songs.   

The food and entertainment were brilliant, and as always, Chef Andrew never disappoints.  
I want to thank everybody who brought a gift for a child or donated food parcels for needy
families.

I joined the Good Samaritans in Philadelphia, where we gave presents to over 80 children
aged between 1 and 14.  We were able to buy two checkers food hampers to donate as
well. The joy on the children’s faces to receive a toy for Christmas will stay with me forever. 

We decorated the Village lamp posts with Christmas decals and put Christmas lights
outside the clubhouse.  This will become a new annual tradition with even more  lights
added.

We launched the water treatment program in December, and
although it has not been without teething problems, we are
delighted and excited that the project has started. We look forward
to it being finalised in the new year and to us benefiting from the
development.  We painted the outside of the Lifestyle Centre in a
colour called ‘Kapok Root’.  There have been mixed opinions on the
colour, with most people liking it.  Some apartment residents are
pleased with the darker colour, although it could be lighter.

I wish every resident a happy new year filled with health and
happiness.

‘Till January
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December’s rainfall, the lowest amount recorded since 2012, nonetheless brought some relief
from the oppressive heat and a very wet Christmas Day.
Hopefully, the situation will improve in January.  We are told that we can expect a dry winter.
Please note that monthly totals reported are measured up to the 25th of the month.

Dam levels across the country show a decrease from 94% this time last year to 86% now.
The current situation varies widely, from 91% for Mpumulanga to 80% for North West and
Northern Cape.

Our own Vaal Dam stands at 67% complete, a decrease of 4% in the month.

For this and much more weather-related information, visit the websites:
https://www.sawx.co.za/state-of-dames   or  dws.gov.za   or Time and Date.com

Daylight hours decrease from 13h 45m on the 1st to 13h 19m on the 31st.



  by Cecil Fann
ResCom Finance & Treasury Portfolio
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The 42nd 100 club draw took place on 16 November in the clubhouse.  A record
number of 260 tickets were sold, with prizes totalling R6 500 won by 11 lucky
residents and the same amount handed over to boost ResCom funds.

A call for donations to the annual Staff Christmas Appeal was launched in the
month and continued to the deadline on 14 December.  I am both delighted and
humbled by the continuing generosity of Evergreen residents, and a record-
breaking amount of R55 675 was received.  This was handed over to 83
appreciative recipients on 19 December.  

Well done, and many thanks again to all!



 Botanic Infusions
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https://www.thegardener.co.za

 Your garden may be pretty, but it
shouldn’t only be appreciated for its
ornamental value.  When you mix a few
edible plants, it can also inspire culinary
experimentation. 

Flavoured Vodka
Vodka is a neutral spirit, meaning it doesn’t have strong flavour of its own (bar the alcohol).  This make it an excellent canvas for
infusions.  A number of flavourful plants from your garden can produce unique spirits that can’t  be found in commercial bottle4s.  If
your looking something beyond the traditional flavours in-store, then take matters into your own hands and make them yourself.

For those who like it sweet but with an edge, a blackberry and sage infusion balances the fruit’s natural sweetness with the herb’s
pungency.  You can also combine sage with more citrusy or floral pairings like rose and orange (although it’s best to go easy on
the rose as it can be quite overpowering).
If you prefer earthy over sweet, then beetroot and ginger makes for an interesting infusion that can also warm you up during the
cooler months.

How To:
Choose your botanicals.  For the strongest flavour, pick them fresh as soon as you‘re ready to use them
Clean and chop your ingredients if necessary
Fill a clean jar with vodka, squeeze in your botanicals.
Seal the jar and store in a cool, dark place for at least three days  (preferably longer), shaking gently to distribute the ingredients.
Once you’re satisfied with the flavour, strain out the botanicals and store in a sealed bottle for long-term keeping.

Spiced Vinegars
Vinegar has a sharp acidity that packs a punch when combined with various spices.  The result is a versatile condiment ideal for salads,
popping into marinades, or even for pickling your fresh summer produce.
A simple combination like peppercorns and ginger slices is a great base for several dishes.  But for something a little more fancy, it‘s
easy to get creative.  Beautiful rose petals, combines with bay leaves and fennel seeds. Spice lovers will appreciate chilli infusions, made
even tastier with additions like cumin seeds for extra flavour.  Vinegars infuse so well that it‘s easy to try a range of flavours to fine your
favourite.

How to:
Gather spices and any other botanicals that pair well together. that pair well together.
Into a sterilised, dry bottle, add your chosen spices.
Heat vinegar in a pot until it‘s almost boiling, then pour over the spices.
Seal the bottle, and for the strongest flavour, allow to stand for 2 - 3 weeks before using.
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 Source: Dainfern Nature Association (DNA)  - Wim Spronk and Colleen Kreser  

Article submitted by Andy Johnston 
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 Lynn Turner

Bacon & Egg Pies 
Olive oil
6 cherry tomatoes, halved
6 slices of rindless streaky or back bacon
4 eggs
half a cup of milk
3 tablespoons each of grated cheddar and gouda cheese
Parsley, chopped
Seasoning to taste

Preheat the oven to 150°C.  Lightly fry the bacon for 5 minutes in a frying pan.
Place a strip of bacon around the edges of each hole of a non-stick muffin tin.
Whisk eggs, milk, herbs and seasoning together.
Divide the tomatoes and cheese between the muffin tins and top with the egg
mixture.
Bake for 25 minutes or until golden brown.
.
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Miniature Persian Cats

The Tiny Royalty of the Feline World

Meet Princess Biscuit who
lives with her mom, Isabella

at Villa Gato, unit 30.

Isabella Labuscagne adopted this beautiful miniature Persian kitten

in September 2015.  Ginger Biscuit has brought great joy into her

life from the very first day. She has a huge personality for such a

tiny cat and takes no prisoners when she gets cross. She’s  10 years

old and is still a very beautiful princess.                                                                                                           



 From the Library 
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Book Reviews
 submitted by Libby

 Next in Line
 Jeffrey Archer 

 

 The It Girl

 Ruth Ware

 
Another riveting read by the master of
all storytellers featuring Detective
Inspector William Warwick.  Set in 1988
when the world was in love with
Princess Diana and threat to her had to
be immediately dealt with at the
highest level.

Coupled with this investigation, William
is also under investigation into the
‘kidnapping’ of his arch nemesis, Miles
Faulkner.

Archer, a member of the House of
Lords, has an extraordinary network of
friends which gives him a fascinating
glimpse into a range of closed worlds -
and the book, purportedly fiction, open
with an intriguing question, “Is this a
true story?”.

 

Never read Ruth Ware?
 If you enjoy a good, well-written without
all the swearing and violence which
characterises so many authors today,
then do yourself a favour and settle
down with this one.

She has been dubbed “the queen of
just-one-more-chapter” and this story
certainly holds one’s attention all the
way.

Set among the heady student days of
Oxford, Hannah is thoroughly enjoying
her life until her best friend and
roommate is found dead.  It was
Hannah who found her body, it was
Hannah who testified as to whom she
had seen - and as a result a man was in
prison.  But was he guilty?  He maintains
his innocence - and year later this
uncertainty comes back to haunt
Hannah.
A god psychological murder mystery,
cleverly crafted and utterly gripping.
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 Submitted by Libby
This year there was an avalanche of donations - boxes, bags, suitcases, all filled
with interesting and, often, beautiful items.  Adi Gough’s garage became a
treasure trove for the staff during those two or three weeks.  They had a field day,
rifling through clothes, trying on shoes, examining linen, and picking through all
the items on display.  Our prices were low so money stretched further and many
left the garage loaded up with purchases.

We raised almost R7 000.00 in total which we divided between two charities.  Elske
who volunteers at SA Guide dogs, donated her portion to them, while I donated
my portion to Woodrock Animal Rescue Centre one morning when we both drove
out there for tea.  Both these organisations rely solely on public donations and are
run with principle and integrity.  All unsold items were donated to the Randburg
SPCA, an organisation  we regularly support with book donations.

Our thanks to Adi Gough (Unite 70) for the use of her garage, it was convenient
and suited us well.

However, we have decided that this year’s sale was
our swan-song.  We sincerely hope that others,
maybe younger and energetic, will take on the
challenge of running something similar, maybe with
new ideas and fresh enthusiasm.

I wish all a blessed Christmas, and may 2024 be our
best year ever.

Libby 

 White Elephant
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A fantastic evening,

 enjoyed by all.

Entertainment by Jannie Moolman,

magical décor created by Wilma

and, as always, scrumptious dinner provided

by Chef Andrew 

& his incredible Team

Christmas Social Dinner

 Wilma Swart

 Jannie Moolman

 Our amazing Team
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Christmas Social Dinner
Continued
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Christmas Social Dinner
Continued
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Christmas Day  Lunch

Photography by Brenda

Tables decorated by residents
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Christmas Day  Lunch
Continued
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Christmas Day  Lunch
Continued



 New Year’s Eve 
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Remembrance Day Lunch - 12 Nov
Continued

 New Year’s Eve 
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 New Year’s Eve 
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Photography by Brenda



 New Year’s Eve 
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 Rummikub
 Every Tuesday @ 2 pm

 What's 

Happening 

in
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Movie Night  
 4, 11 18 & 25 January

Titles to be

announced by Chris

Edwards

 Christian Fellowship Group

10 Jan  @2:30pm in the

Boardroom

 

  Burns Night

 25 January 

Social Dinner  

 5:30 pm

 Every Monday 
at 10am

 Petanque
every  

 Thursday @ 3 pm

 Fish & Chips
 Every Friday @ 12 pm



Dawn Hyams 2nd

Gerd Pontow 7th

Graham Langmead 9th

Sue Coombe 9th

Jenny Hammond 9th

Lilian Hartslief 12th

Pauline Mackie 13th

Beryl Vercellotti 13th

Alain Croisier 13th

Grace Schuurman 14th

Wally Stewart 14th

Patrick Broad 14th

Julie du Preez 14th

Rosemary Baird

Ian Gladstone

James Allan

15th

16th

16th

Peggy Oosthuizen

Anne Haselum

Klaus Kreft

Cliff Preacher

Eric Stoyell

Chappy Hartley

Libby Baker

Margo Goodwin

Charles Carroll

Kirsten Chalker

Elsbeth Burkhalter

18th

19th

19th

19th

19th

22nd

23rd

25th

28th

29th

30th
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 Anniversaries 

Jac & Rosalin Messerschmidt

Neville & Dorothy Savage

David & Marion Presbury

Dave & Judy Powell

Cyril & Penny Rabinowitz

Wally & Robin Davey

Cliff & Atholie Preacher

Charles & Margo Clarkson

Philippe & Joan d’Abbadie

3rd

5th

6th

8th

18th

18th

19th

22nd

24th
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PLEASE NOTE: NO CASH PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

PLEASE PAY BY PRE-PAID ACCOUNT, CREDIT or DEBIT CARD
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