
May 2025 

Once a mum - always a mum 

HUMPTY DUMPTY’S MOTHER: “Humpty, if I’ve told you once, I’ve told you a hundred times not to sit on that 

wall.  But would you listen to me?” 

MICHELANGELO’S MOTHER:  “Why can’t you draw on the walls like the other children? Do you have any idea 

how hard it is to get that stuff off the ceiling?” 

NAPOLEON’S MOTHER: “All right Napoleon.  Take your hand out of there and let me see what you’re hiding!” 

MONA LISA’S MOTHER: “After all that money your father and I spent on braces.  Mona, is that the biggest smile 

you can give us?” 

ALBERT EINSTEIN’S MOTHER: “But Albert, it’s your senior picture. Can’t you do something about your hair?” 

BATMAN’S MOTHER: “It’s a very nice car Bruce, but do you realise how much the insurance is going to cost?” 

GOLDILOCK’S MOTHER: “I’ve got a bill here for a broken chair from the Bear family.  Do you know anything 

about this Goldie?” 

LITTLE MISS MUFFET’S MOTHER: “All I’ve got to say is, if you don’t get off your tuffet and start cleaning your 

room, there’ll be a lot more spiders around here!” 

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S MOTHER: “The next time I catch you throwing money across the river, you can kiss 

your allowance goodbye!” 

CUSTER’S MOTHER: “Now George, remember what I told you, don’t go biting off more than you can chew!” 

JONAH’S MOTHER: “That’s a nice story Jonah. Now tell me where you’ve really been for the last three days.” 

SUPERMAN’S MOTHER: “Clark, your father and I have discussed it, and we’ve decided you can have your own 

telephone booth.” 

THOMAS EDISON’S MOTHER: “Of course I’m proud of your inventions Thomas, now turn off that light and  

get to bed!” 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY SUNDAY 11TH MAY 

 



   Page two                                                                                                                                                                      ELV BGV                                                                        

    3rd  Henk Pienaar 

   5th  Robin Carter 

  6th  Charles Harrod 

  7th  David Draude 

  10th  Yvonne Jackman 

  10th  Jo Nixon 

  15th  John Bester 

  21st  Elda Diana-Oliaro 

A very happy anniversary to 

  1st Dawn and Colin Osbourne 

  5th  Janine and Adrian Fuller 

19th  Heather and Trevor Honeysett 

                    27th  Felicity and David Walker 

 Happy Birthday 

A warm welcome to Annette and Fritz Snyckers 

who have moved into unit 75 
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SAVE THE SPECIES—THE LEGAL BATTLES 
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Mike Smith 

 A PUB EVENING WILL BE HELD ON  FRIDAY 16TH MAY AT 6PM 

Books of tickets at R100 each will be on sale at the door  

                       Please book at reception 
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Old London Bridge was once the longest inhabited bridge in Europe and a masterpiece of engineering.  

It was built in 1209 and stood for 600 years.  Considered a wonder of the world, it had 138 shops, houses, churches and 

gatehouses built on it.   

The well-known nursery rhyme ‘London Bridge is falling down’ may have been inspired by a legendary battle for control of 

the city, which resulted in the destruction of the bridge.  In 1014 London and Southwark were occupied by Danes.  The  

Saxon King is said to have sailed up the Thames with his ally, Olaf Haraldsson to recapture the city.  According to a Norse 

saga on arriving at London Bridge, Olaf and his army tied cables to the piles supporting the bridge and rowed their ships 

back downstream, shaking the piles until the bridge collapsed. 

Between 1077 and 1136 London was ravaged by eight fires and in 1091 the city was struck by a tornado.  Each incident  

damaged the bridge.  Finally in 1176, the construction of a new stone bridge was begun.  It took more than 30 years to  

complete.  Its foundations were built by driving wooden stakes into the riverbed and infilling with rubble.  However, by the 

beginning of the 18th century, the medieval Bridge was dilapidated and was considered old fashioned.  The opening of 

Westminster Bridge further upriver in 1749 highlighted the restrictions and limitations of the ancient structure.  Its narrow 

arches constrained  the movement of river traffic and slowed the flow of the water to such an extent that the Thames would 

often freeze over.  In a fast-growing metropolis the narrow roadway across the medieval bridge also caused congestion for 

carriages and pedestrians. 

The 19th-century London Bridge survived for little more than a century before it in turn was replaced, in the 1970’s by the 

present bridge.  The 19th-century bridge was sold and re-erected in Arizona, USA. 

https://en.wikipedia.org 
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Joan Misplon was at a Symphony Concert recently -  the one section was  a piece by Richard Strauss for soprano 
and orchestra and was one of three poems written by Hermann Hesse. 

Joan found the words of the “Autumn” section (sung by a lovely soprano) so enthralling that she decided to send 
it to me for our Newsletter. 

 

“ The garden is in mourning. 

The rain sinks cooly in the flowers. 

Summer shudders 

Quietly to its close. 

 

Leaf upon golden leaf is dropping 

Down from the tall acacia. 

Summer smiles, astonished and exhausted, 

In the dying garden dream.  

 

For a while still by the roses 

It tarries, yearning for peace. 

Slowly it closes its large 

Weary eyes “ 

Beautiful Joan, thank you for sharing 
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Stars of the Golden Era/FB 
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PACK HORSE LIBRARIES 

During the Great Depression, Kentucky women rode 120 miles a week through treacherous mountain passes, 

crossing swollen creeks and navigating steep terrain - all to deliver books to isolated Appalachian communities.  

These “Pack Horse Librarians” worked under the WPA from 1935-1943, earning just $28 (about $495 today). 

Nearly 1,000 librarians participated, using their own horses or mules to carry books in makeshift saddlebags.  

They established small libraries in churches and post offices, repaired damaged books with Christmas cards as 

bookmarkers, and persevered through harsh weather and dangerous conditions. 

When the animals died, some librarians would hike 188-routes on foot rather than leave communities without 

access to books.  They gained trust in remote areas by reading Bible passages and brought hope through stories 

to places where roads didn't exist. 

The programme ended in 1943, but the Pack Horse Librarians left an incredible legacy of dedication, bringing 

knowledge and connection to isolated mountain communities during one of America’s darkest times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            A solo traveller/FB 
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Five men faced death for 18 months after their ship, the Grafton, wrecked on Auckland Island in 1864.  Through 

remarkable ingenuity, they survived by building a sturdy hut they named “Epigwaitt”, crafting a working forge 

from salvaged materials, and even brewing beer from local plant roots. 

Captain Thomas Musgrave led this crew with wisdom, establishing a democratic system where major decisions 

required a vote.  They hunted seals and seabirds for food, crafted clothing from sealskins, and maintained strict 

daily routines to stay focused and productive. 

When hope seemed lost, they modified their small dinghy into a seaworthy vessel they named “Rescue”.  Against 

tremendous odds, they sailed 450 kilometers through treacherous waters to Steward Island, where they  

immediately organized a rescue mission for other castaways. 

Their survival stands in stark contract to another ship, the Invercauld, which wrecked on the same islands just 

months later.  Poor leadership and lack of cooperation led most of that crew to perish.  The  Grafton crew’s unity 

and resourcefulness made the difference between life and death. 

Sources:  Captain Musgrave’s journals, Auckland Museum Archives #SurvivalStory  #LeadershipMatters 
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Karin Reid 

            Saturday  Pétanque players -  image: Lynne Perry 

Please keep contributions coming to flickiwal@gmail.com 

Cut off date for June is the middle of May 

                                                                                                                       FW 


